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rigidly adhered to since the Conference, emphasises in Chapter
the highest degree the separate character of the Do- n '
minions, and gives them in effect the status of distinct
States of International Law. It is, however, true that,
under the procedure then contemplated and followed
in general, the full powers and the instruments of
ratification are still issued with the King's signature
affixed on the strength of a warrant countersigned by
the British Foreign Secretary. No doubt this formal
intervention was a matter of substantial formal im-
portance, and interposed objection to conceding the
claim of a distinct sovereignty for the Dominions. But
the further step was taken in 1931 by the Irish Free
State of freeing itself from the necessity of the inter-
vention of a British Minister, direct access to the King
being secured, and the employment of British seals
being eliminated. The Minister for External Affairs
visited the Bang on March 19, 1931, and secured ap-
proval of a new procedure. The official explanation of
the action taken stressed the fact that misunderstand-
ing of the status of the Free State arose abroad from
the fact that advice in external affairs to the Crown
continued to be tendered through the Secretary of
State for Dominion Affairs, and that the full powers
and instruments of ratification were sealed by the
Great Seal of the Realm, a purely British seal. It was
accordingly arranged that advice should be communi-
cated direct by the Irish Government to the King, and
that documents issued on that advice should be sealed
with the special Seal of Ireland, to be struck, kept, and
controlled in the Irish Free State. The vital importance
of this arrangement1 was well understood in Ireland,
1 Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiv. 109,110.